LOCAL GOLFER FINISHING THE YEAR ON A HIGH
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Professional Golfer and Costa Blanca resident Jordan Gibb recently progressed to Stage Two of the 2011 European Tour Qualifying School, making it through on the number at the challenging Ribagolfe G.C near Lisbon. Having opened his campaign at the 7350 yard course with a pair of 72s, Gibb suffered a poor finish on day 3 in testing conditions and fell back to 6 over par. The difficult course set-up and strong winds meant that an under par final round would give Jordan a chance of qualifying but the Englishman didn’t get off to an ideal start and found himself two over par after four holes. Gibb was undeterred though and fought back to one over at the turn. After a succession of narrowly missed birdie chances, Jordan made birdie at the par 4 thirteenth with a 20-foot birdie putt. Knowing at least one more birdie was required and no mistakes could be afforded, Jordan had to make a tricky up and down on the par 5 fifteenth. Having made par at 16, Gibb stepped on to the 17th tee and hit a 6 iron on the 207-yard, down-wind, par 3 to within 4 feet. Knowing it was a must make putt, Gibb struck it well and was relieved when it found the bottom of the cup. 

A par at the last ensured a long, nervy wait to see if the closing 71 was good enough and after a couple of hours, the results confirmed that Gibb would progress to stage two. The next stage will be played in the first week of December at 4 different venues along the Spanish coast and Jordan has been drawn at Las Colinas Golf Club, Campoamor. 

Jordan has enjoyed an excellent first year in the professional ranks, marked by incredible consistency in competitions across the continent. The 24 year old who represents Vistabella Golf is a member of the Alps Tour, a satellite tour for the European PGA Tour. Jordan has not missed a cut since the opening event in March and has recorded ten top 20 finishes, four top 10s and three top 5s, two of which came in October in the final two events. 

At the Masters 13 event at Pont Royal, Marseille, Jordan came back from an opening 76, in treacherous winds, to post scores of 69,72 and 68 to finish in a tie for 5th. He then flew to the Costa Smeralda in Sardinia for the final Alps Tour event of 2011. Gibb shot scores of 72, 75, 76 in conditions bordering on unplayable at times around the brutal Pevero Golf Course to finish in a tie for third. The finish meant that Gibb ended the year in the top ten of the Alps Tour Order of Merit final rankings.

When asked, Jordan stated that he was “happy with his first year as a professional” but now knows that he “can compete at a higher level” with the ultimate goal being the chance to compete for bigger prizes on the European Tour.   “Being a touring professional isn’t a cheap exercise and obviously, I’m looking to get into bigger events” Jordan admits that “sponsorship is an ongoing problem in today’s economic climate” but would “like to thank Venus Cars for their support”

Follow Jordan at www.jordangibbgolf.com 







